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MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE OWOSSO ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

CITY OF OWOSSO

JANUARY 15, 2013
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Randy Horton at 9:37 a.m.

Roll call was taken by City Clerk Amy K. Kirkland.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairperson Randy Horton, Secretary Daniel Jozwiak, Commissioner William Wascher and Alternate John Horvath.
MEMBERS ABSENT:   Vice-Chairperson Christopher Eveleth, Commissioner Kent Telesz, and Alternate Matt Grubb. 
OTHERS PRESENT:   Adam Zettel, Assistant City Manager and Director of Community Development; Charles Rau, Building Official.
AGENDA:  CHAIRPERSON HORTON OFFERED UP THE AGENDA FOR APPROVAL AS PRESENTED.
AYES:  ALL.  MOTION CARRIED.
MINUTES:  It was moved by SECRETARY JOZWIAK and supported by Board Member WASCHER to approve the minutes of the meeting of NOVEMBER 20, 2012. 

AYES: All.  Motion carried.

SITE INSPECTIONS:  None.
COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Staff memorandum 







2. ZBA minutes from November 20, 2012 





3. Training materials
COMMISSIONER/PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None. 
New alternate John Horvath introduced himself to the Board saying he was a newly elected County Commissioner and worked as a real estate agent in the area.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

1.  Commission Training

Assistant City Manager Zettel gave a Power Point presentation providing an overview of the purpose of ZBA, the laws governing its conduct, the process by which the Board reaches its conclusions, and finally some examples of actual cases heard by the Board.  He noted that due to its nature meetings for the ZBA are scheduled on a monthly basis but may not be held unless there is business to be handled.  
Mr. Zettel emphasized the ZBA functions as an appellate body to hear appeals of City decisions regarding building and zoning and its decisions function as the rule of law within the City, so the process by which the Board reaches its decisions is extremely important.  Decisions of the ZBA are based in part on previous findings of fact as well as both objective and subjective data.  Members must uphold impeccable ethical standards and he encouraged all members to publically address any potential conflicts they may have with a decision, even if in perception only.  Further he noted that decisions of the Board are appealed through the Circuit Court and must be succinct, factual, related to the issue at hand and proportional in nature to stand up to the scrutiny of the court.  
Alternates on the Board are encouraged to participate as regular members to ensure a full complement of educated voting members when a decision is required.  

Mr. Zettel concluded the training by highlighting past cases that have come before the Board as examples of the decisions they would be facing in the future.
COMMISSIONER/PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None.
ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by secretary jozwiak, supported by Chairperson horton to adjourn at 11:26 a.m.
AYES: All.  Motion carried.
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Dan Jozwiak, Secretary
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